Background: Identification of coronary plaque composition is important for selecting the treatment strategy, and 64-slice computed tomography (CT) is a noninvasive method of characterizing atherosclerotic plaques. However, the correlation between plaque characteristics detected by CT and intravascular ultrasound (IVUS) is not clear. A 40 MHz IVUS imaging system (iMap-IVUS) has recently been developed to evaluate plaque composition. The aim of this study was to compare iMap-IVUS with 64-slice CT angiography for the characterization of noncalcified coronary plaques.
